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Dear DLC Stakeholders
and Supporters,

As Board President of the Disability Law Center, |
am proud to reflect on our organization’s continued
growth and impact over the past year. Through our
tireless advocacy, we have successfully expanded
access to legal protections for individuals with
disabilities, ensuring their rights are upheld in all
spaces, including housing, employment, education,
and healthcare. Our dedicated legal team has
taken on 1,924 cases, securing critical victories that
strengthen protections against discrimination.
Beyond individual advocacy, we also drove systemic
reforms impacting thousands of Utahns with
disabilities by working closely with lawmakers and
community partners to improve public policies and
increase resources. Additionally, we have ramped
up our educational outreach, providing invaluable

resources and training to both individuals and
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organizations to better understand disability rights.
The progress we've made is a testament to the
dedication and passion of our staff, board, mental
health advisory council and supporters who share our

vision of a more inclusive and equitable society.

On a personal note, | am grateful to have had

the opportunity to serve on the Board for nine

years, the last two in the role of President, and

work in partnership with Executive Director Adina
Zahradnikova and her outstanding management
team; namely, Laura Henrie (Legal Director) and Dan
Anderson (Director of Finance and Administration).
Special recognition goes to Jennifer Carver (Paralegal
Team Coordinator) who effectively and patiently
supports the management team and the board.
Due to Adina’s integrity and strong leadership along
with the unflagging commitment of her entire staff,
the DLC continues to be a beacon of disability rights

advocacy in Utah.

Sincerely,
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A few important facts and figures...

We also provided

- We provided individualized crucial information, resources,
legal advice and . and self-advocacy help to
E representation to In flscal yea r 20241

1.924% 1,741
individuals.

|nd|V|duaIs...

In addition,
our systemic work involved
202 projects impacting

8 A |
672.147 SV AL

involved litigation with the potential

Uta h ns. to impact any current and future

Utahns with disabilities facing

similar issues.
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Transforming a
System in Utah:

Outcomes of the Christensen v. Miner
Settlement for those with Intellectual and
Developmental Disabilities

The five-year term of our settlement in Christensen
v. Miner ended just before the close of 2024. The
class action lawsuit was brought in early 2018, and
it alleged the State’s system administered services
for those with intellectual and developmental
disabilities (ID/DD) in private Intermediate

Care Facilities (ICF) in a way that amounted to

segregation in violation of Title Il of the Americans

562.9080
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with Disabilities Act and the Supreme Court’s
decision in O/lmstead v. L.C. The parties quickly
agreed to negotiate a settlement, which came
together over the course of the next year, including
getting approval from the State Legislature.

After months of notifying class members of the
settlement, the settlement was approved by a

federal judge in December of 2019.

When we began this project more than ten years
ago, our aim was to ensure those residing in ICFs
had access to community-based services if they
wanted them. We hoped to improve the system

for those with ID/DD in Utah, and, as we reflect on
where the system is today, we could not be happier

with the outcome of our settlement.

When we began, more than 600 people with ID/DD
lived in one of 18 private ICFs in Utah, and they had
no meaningful path to moving into community-
based services. Over the past five years, more than
500 individuals chose to move from an ICF into
community-based services. In fact, when one ICF
closed due to licensing violations, every individual
chose to move to the community rather than
another ICF. Approximately 200 people continue

to live in the 7 private ICFs that remain, as the

settlement did not require their closure.

...we will continue to
monitor the system to
ensure this population

has meaningful access
to the community
moving forward...

Even for those who continue to live in ICFs, conditions
have improved, with fewer people in rooms and
higher rates to ICFs for their staff to provide care.

Also, the settlement ensured that children, those
under 22, would no longer reside in rooms with
adults. Finally, those who move into in ICF now, even
after the settlement has expired, have meaningful
choice on where they want to live, including a path to

community-based services, if they want them.

We appreciate those who we worked with over the
years at the Department of Health and Human
Services, as well as the support we received from
Parsons Behle & Latimer, for their help improving
the system. While we will continue to monitor the
system to ensure this population has meaningful
access to the commmunity moving forward, we are

extremely pleased with the outcome of this case.



Champions
of Justice

Advocating On Your Behalf

The Disability Law Center provides services to
individuals with a broad range of disabilities,

including but not limited to:

* Developmental disabilities
* Physical disabilities

* Mental illnesses

e Emotional impairments

* Learning disabilities

* Traumatic brain injuries

* Intellectual disabilities

* Sensory disabilities

e Chronic health conditions
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Revenue by Source

Protection & Advocacy for Developmental Disabilities $424,727  10.35%
Protection & Advocacy for Individuals with Mental Iliness $574,331 14.00%
Protection & Advocacy for Assistive Technology $39,821 0.97%
Protection & Advocacy for Traumatic Brain Injury $53,098 1.29%
Protection & Advocacy for Voting Access $134,363 3.27%
Protection & Advocacy for COVID $7,683 0.19%
Protection & Advocacy for Individual Rights $216,772 528%
Client Assistance Program $142,551 3.47%
Protection & Advocacy for Beneficiaries with Representative Payees $100,898  2.46%
Protection & Advocacy for Beneficiaries of Social Security $216,664  528%
Fair Housing Initiatives Program $425,000 10.36%
Non-Federal Funding $1,767,863 43.08%
Total $4,103,771
Expenses

Program Services $2,992976 91.13%

Administrative $290,701 8.85%

Fundraising $717 0.02%

Total Expenses $3,284,394

The DLC has a Protection and Advocacy for Individuals with Mental lliness (PAIMI) Council. Their role
is to advise the DLC on the priorities and policies which guide its work to protect and advocate for

the rights of Utahns with mental iliness. Anyone interested in serving on the PAIMI Council, please

review the information available at disabilitylawcenter.org/about/paimi-advisory-council



https://disabilitylawcenter.org/about/paimi-advisory-council/
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Our Amazing Donors:

Corporations & Foundations

American Express National Bank

Center for Commmunity Development

Employees of American Express
And Justice for All

Utah Bar Foundation

Dominion Energy

George S. and Dolores Doré
Eccles Foundation

Schwab Charitable
Fidelity Charitable

The Benevity Community
Impact Fund

Intermountain Healthcare
Anonymous Donor

National Health Law Program
Asilia Charities

Utah Civil Liberties Foundation

Individuals

JR Hunter Jackson
Charisma Buck

J. Simon Cantarero
Joseph Dunbeck, Jr.
Seth Finlinson
Rebecca Hill

April Hollingsworth
Dixie Huefner

Eric Kamerath
Kristine Knowlton

Janet and
David Deisley

Jonathan Lambert
Kevin Lawlor

John Mangum
Joyce Maughan
John Mbaku

John Ogilvie
Jacob Ong

Dawn Perry
Tiffany Sato

Victor Schwarz

Kevin Simon
Babata Sonnenberg
Claire Summerhill

R. Kyle Treadway

T. Christopher Wharton

Elizabeth Whitney
Nathan Williams
Tyler Young

Dianna Gibson
Katherine Bubar
Kristine King
Herbert Scruggs
Sarah Somers
Merrill Weech

Mary Martineau
Candace Coy-Dymek
Lisa-Michele Church
Kathryn Collard

Les Curtis

Karin Fijtik

Monica Gustafson
David Rosenbloom

Brian Tanner

Kimberly Washburn
Patrick Shea

Donna Bradshaw
William Bernard
Caroline Skuzeski
Narda Beas-Nordell
William Stilling

R. Shane Johnson
Jay Barnes

Elizabeth Blattner-
Thompson

Virginia Ward
Kathryn Durrant
Emily Mabey
Katharine Noble
Thomas Kroesche
Brett Hastings
Jennifer Arganbright
Vincent Aubrey
Elizabeth Bacon
Deborah Buckner
Daniel Darger

Donna Drown

John Durkin
Blaine Hansen
Tessa Hensen
Thomas Hartford
Mary Hoagland
David Hobbs
Thomas Hutchings
Lynda Krause
Brian Lahti

Eric Rodriguez
Dallis Rohde

Toni Sutliff
Jeffrey Symkoviak
Joseph Taggart
Julian Teppets
Leigh Veillette
Gary Wilkinson



Questions?

We're always here to help!

Q (800) 662-9080
>w disabilitylawcenter.org

Contact us via Sorenson
Video Relay Services - 711

Q@ 960 S. Main st.
Salt Lake City, Utah 84101
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This publication is funded in part by the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, the U.S. Department of Education,
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development,

and the Social Security Administration. The contents of this
publication are the sole responsibility of the authors and do not
represent the official views of these agencies.
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